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essential role in protecting public health within the body art industry. As a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic, many local health departments released guidance for safely reopening body art
establishments during the pandemic and operating them in a manner that provided an extra layer
of protection beyond established sanitation standards. For example, the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services published recommendations for body art facilities that included
preopening guidance and guidance for staff and procedures once open. Recommendations
included changing air filters at least 1 day prior to opening, providing employee training on
personal protective equipment, restricting guest access to only the individual client unless
necessary (e.g., minor with a parent, guardian, caregiver, etc.), and more. The guidelines also
recommend following protocols established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, OSHA,
and CDC (Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, 2020; OSHAcademy, 2017).
Although this guidance sheet provided timely and pertinent guidance to facility operators in
Michigan, there was no similar widespread and timely federal guidance for the U.S. as a whole.
An established body art-specific response to widespread health events and concerns, created by
federal organizations and available to all states and jurisdictions, would ensure that body art
facilities across the country and the health departments that support them, are given trustworthy
recommendations in a timely manner.

Continued research on best practices is needed to ensure practitioners are using the safest, most
up-to- date practices and that everyone involved in the operation of body art facilities is aware of
and knowledgeable about changes to the industry and regulation procedures. Body art is a large
umbrella and having current research on various procedures enables practitioners to conduct
them safely and environmental health professionals to regulate them effectively. For example,
branding can create unhealthy airborne toxins and there is currently a large gap in research on
the effects of the procedure and the best methods for preventing harmful health outcomes. The
same holds true for many other aspects of and procedures within body art, including color
additives, jewelry materials, determining exposure within a body art facility or area where body
art is performed, and more.

The body art industry consists of various practices, a diverse array of professionals, and
constantly evolving health standards, all of which rely on up-to-date research and knowledge to
protect public health. NEHA recognizes the challenges and the importance of regulating and
standardizing body art requirements nationwide and supports adoption of uniform standards,
efforts to improve training for practitioners and inspectors, licensing standards for body artists
and body art establishments, and increased research on best practices for body artists. As body
art continues to increase in popularity among the public, so too will the need for robust
precaution and regulation in the industry.
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